Interfaith Youth Core

Scriptures on the Shared Value of Service

Baha'i Tradition on Service (from Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha)

One amongst His Teachings is this, that love and good faith must so dominate the human heart that men
will regard the stranger as a familiar friend, the malefactor as one of their own, the alien even as a loved
one, the enemy as a companion dear and close.

Buddhist Tradition of Service (from Itivuttaka 18)

If beings knew, as | know, the fruit of sharing gifts, they would not enjoy their use without sharing them, nor
would the taint of stinginess obsess the heart and stay there. Even if it were their last bit, their last morsel
of food, they would not enjoy its use without sharing it, if there were anyone to receive it.

Christian Tradition of Service (Matthew 25:35)

“For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of
me, | was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Hindu Tradition of Service (from Bhagavad Gita 3.10)

At the beginning, mankind and the obligation of selfless service were created together. “Through selfless
service, you will always be fruitful and find the fulfilment of your desires”: this is the promise of the
Creator....

Jain Tradition of Service (from Tattvarthasutra 5.21)
Rendering help to another is the function of all human beings.

Jewish Tradition of Service (Deut 10:17)

For the LORD your G-d is G-d supreme and Lord supreme, the great, the mighty, and the awesome G-d,
who shows no favor and takes no bribe, but upholds the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and
befriends the stranger, providing him with food and clothing. You too must befriend the stranger, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Muslim Tradition of Service (Surah 93:1-11)

| call to witness the early hours of morning, and the night when dark and still, your Lord has neither left you,
nor despises you. What is to come is better for you than what has gone before; for your Lord will certainly
give you, and you will be content. Did He not find you an orphan and take care of you? Did He not find
you perplexed, and show you the way? Did He not find you poor and enrich you? So do not oppress the
orphan, and do not drive the beggar away, and keep recounting the favors of your Lord.

Sikh Tradition of Service (from Guru Granth Sahib)
The individual who performs selfless service without thought of reward shall attain God'’s salvation.



